Western Kentucky Trailblazers
2020-2021

Greetings Trailblazer Parents,
	It is time to prepare for our 2020-2021 basketball season.  I am sure many of you have been wondering if we are going to get to have a basketball season amid the Covid19 pandemic.  The NCHBC, MHAC, and Kentucky public schools are moving forward with plans for a full season.  Our committee members have been busy scheduling games, reviewing finances, and developing ways to advertise and recruit players so that our program can continue to grow in the future.  We thought it would be a good idea to inform each of you on these things.
The upcoming season schedule will resemble the 2019-2020 season, so we used the financial information from last season to plan for this season.  The season expenses are around $11,000. The more teams we have, the higher the expense. This expense includes gym rental for practices and games, referee expenses, insurance policy, Conference membership, NCHBC tournament registration expenses for Tip off, Regional and National Tournaments, Concessions, and end of year awards, gifts, and banquet expenses.  In past years we have not raised enough money to cover all expenses.  We were blessed with personal donations from an individual family to cover the expenses we could not pay.  We recognize that our program cannot count on such generosity year after year. Therefore, we have made changes to our registration and fundraising structure.  
Starting this season, each player is expected to fundraise $250. This amount is in addition to player registration fee.  Any additional money over this amount can be used to cover the individual player registration fee and uniform expense.  By allowing fundraising expenses to cover all fees, the only out of pocket expense to families will be travel expenses.  The fundraising options this year are Popcorn sales and getting corporate/business sponsorships.  Please see fundraising information packet for details. Popcorn Sales will be from July 13, 2020 thru August 15, 2020. Deliveries will be made a few weeks later. Corporate sponsorship money deadline is October 1, 2020. Families can also organize a spirit night at a local restaurant. Any money earned will count towards your fundraising amount. 
Our schedule will be very similar to last season. The final details are not completed at this time but will be soon. We will continue to use Oakland Baptist Church gymnasium for home games and practices.  Practices will begin at the beginning of October. Teams will practice 2 to 3 days a week until season games start.  We will play in the Midsouth Homeschool Athletic Conference (MHAC).  We are required to play each team in the conference twice for a home and away game.  We also plan to attend the NCHBC Regional Tournament and NCHBC National Tournament.  Our 14u, !6u, and 18u teams will also be playing local public school MS, Freshman, and JV teams.  Our 12u team will play in the MHAC conference and play other homeschool and private school teams.   

We are starting a new Public Facebook page for our program. We will still use our private Facebook page as well.  A permission form will be needed to allow your child’s photo to be used on the public page.  We plan to use the public page for advertisement of the program, to identify and advertise the businesses that sponsor us, and for Facebook live games during tournaments so friends and family members can watch tournament games from home. We also will be doing some paid advertisements on Facebook to advertise to people within a 50 mile radius of our area. We think that there will be many new homeschool families this year due to the Covid19 pandemic, so we want to try to reach as many as possible. We are also communicating with BRHSA to gain more contacts.
The Trailblazers still have the goal of having girl’s teams again.  If we can get enough girls registered to have a team- we will.  If you know any girls that are interested in play, please have them contact one of our committee members.




The boys coaches for this year are:
12u Dave Coffey, Mike Coffey, and Alison Woodcock
14u Mike Coffey and Tom Dolan
16u Mike Coffey and Larry Meador
18u Mike Coffey and Larry Meador


The Trailblazer committee members are:
Larry Meador 270-618-1251
Tom Dolan 270-303-7306
Barrett Hammer 270-202-6411
Hilary Hammer 270-784-9499
Lindsey Thomas 270-847-6823
Alison Woodcock 270-784-0457

If you have any questions regarding this information or Trailblazer basketball please contact one of the committee members.  We hope to see all of you on the court in October!!!!


Sincerely, 

Your Trailblazer Committee

